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Hi All
Date for your diaries: The Verwood Garden Party will take place on Sunday 3rd August 2014. The format will be slightly
different from usual as we will be serving a ploughman’s lunch instead of hot food. The work involved in cooking for in
excess of 100 people is finally getting to us! Invitations have already been sent out, because of numbers they are only
being sent to sponsors local to the Verwood area (with a few exceptions). If you live further away, haven’t received an
invitation and would like to attend then please get in touch with Mick & Judy who will be happy to send you one.
THE SCHOOL
Mr Jeng, the new headmaster of Lower & Upper Basic has introduced some changes and has created a very happy and
smooth-running atmosphere at the school. He has also put new life in the PTA and now staff, parents and children are all
working towards the same goal. All the staff are to be thanked for their hard work and dedication to educating the children.
Grade 9 have now sat their National Exams (equivalent to GCSE’s) and are awaiting their results, which we get about the
end of August. Those who have high enough grades will be able to continue to Senior School, where we will continue to
sponsor them. Last year 11 of our Grade 9 qualified for a place. This is a three year course and similar to our “A” levels.
It has been decided that when we have our end of year party in July, we are going to combine it with a “graduation” party
for last years and this years Grade 9.
BEM
On the 1st of May Anne received her British Empire Medal from
Peter J Field, Lord- Lieutenant of East Sussex. Anne was
accompanied by the three ladies who first went on holiday with
her to The Gambia, Belinda Beeching, Jenny Dickens, Yolande
Pooley and her son and trustee, Paul McMath. The ceremony
was held at The Royal Pavilion in Brighton and after the
ceremony they were given a tour of the Pavilion, which is well
worth seeing.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE
Anne McMath and Mick McMath attended a Royal Garden
party, hosted by Her Majesty The Queen on the 3rd June
2014. After passing through security, you passed through
two of the state rooms and out to the gardens. Marquees
in the gardens served afternoon tea which was beautifully
presented. The Royal party’s arrival was heralded by the
National Anthem and a downpour of rain. Due to the large
gathering, 8000 people attended, we only managed to get a glimpse of the Queen, who
was being covered by a large union jack umbrella. We were allowed to look around the
gardens and met some very interesting people from all walks of life. The food was excellent as one would expect, with
sandwiches, strawberry tarts and fruit cake amongst other things. Mick was resplendent in his kilt and Anne did have to
wear a hat, both trustees enjoyed the experience.

FUND RAISING
Sponsorship pays for the running costs, but fund raising and donations are used for other
costs. In the past it has paid for the building of our four buildings and it is now being used
for the “extra’s” such as maintenance, classroom equipment etc.
The past year, we have renewed one of the roofs of the buildings, repainted classrooms,
purchased equipment for the classrooms and replaced text books. This coming year we will
be doing more maintenance, shipping out more classroom desks and chairs and replacing
more of the text books, some of which are over 7 years old and looking the worse for wear.
In the past we have had sponsors take part in marathons, walk across the Pennines, and have stalls at fete’s and coffee
mornings, as well as garden parties.
One of our sponsors came up with an enjoyable way of fund raising which he shares with us.
From Paul McMath:
"Come dine with me for charity"
After a few drinks at a friend's dinner party, I said to the party goers "the women always seem to do the cooking, for a
change, why don't the men cook in a “come dine with me” format!"
The five couples all agreed and before we knew it, the challenge was set and we were drawing names out of a hat to
decide the order in which we would dine.
The dining experience was great, the company, food and experience was enjoyed by all (unless it was your night to cook) I
never knew how competitive we all were, and I was also surprised how well we did. (A BBQ next time I think?).
We all agreed to make a donation to charity. Clive Suggitt and myself were joint winners, he and the rest of the group
wanted the money to go to the Don McMath Foundation.
We are all looking forward to repeating a slightly less stressful event in the future and I am sure the men who took part
appreciate the effort our wives make when they arrange a dinner party !
I would like to thank Richard and Alison Body, Neil and Beverly Dyer, Clive and Lita Suggitt, Amanda and Steven Chrisford
and Yolande Pooley”
If you are thinking of doing a fund raising event for the charity, we would love to hear from you.
Many thanks to Stanley High school in Stockport who raised £1,691.21 for the school. This is being used to complete the
education of four children from Primary 4 through to completing NUSRAT senior school education.
DONATIONS
Anne has received several donations of school stationery from Mark and Helen Jones and Liz Bourne. Also we have received
boxes of books and stationery from Pebsham Community Primary School Bexhill courtesy of Cathy Baker.
We have a need for PCs (Desktop and Laptop) for the school as most of ours have now stopped working, they tend to have
a shorter life than usual due to the heat and dust!. If anyone has got any reasonably recent PCs or decent printers they are
getting rid of we might be interested. They must be working and have at least Windows XP or Windows 7 on them. If you
have not already done so all data will be removed and the discs "sanitised" before they are shipped out If anyone can help
can they contact one of our trustees Graham Cook on graham@gjcook.co.uk
Thanks to the new sponsors who have signed up over the last few months we always need more! With the new intake last
September and with a few sponsors dropping out we now have about 17 children needing sponsors. Please pass this on to
anyone you think might like to sponsor a child, as Anne has mentioned in the past “£5 a month is only the cost of a bottle
of wine!”
Please note the website address: www.donmcmath.org and the email address: info@donmcmath.org. You can also reach
Anne and Mick via: anne@donmcmath.org and mick@donmcmath.org.
If anyone who currently receives this newsletter through the post is now on email could you please let us know your
address so we can email you future newsletters as this will cut down considerably on our costs.
Thank you all for your support.
Anne, Judy and Mick McMath – June 2014

