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Hello All
The new building is now nearly finished; all that is
left is the painting and the last bits of tiling. The next
stage is kitting it out before the new school year in
September. We now have to decide which subjects
we are going to offer in the Upper Basic School.
Students have to do a minimum of 7 subjects. 4 core
subjects and 2 from Group 1 & one from Group 2.
Core Subjects are English, Maths, Science and S E S.
Group 1 subjects are Arabic, French, Islamic studies,
Christian studies, Agriculture, Literature in English, P
E (yes it is an exam subject). Group 2 are Art & craft,
Technical drawing, Home Economics, Metal work, Woodwork. Our feeling is that at the moment we will start the first term with the 4 core
subjects and only then start term 2 in January with the others. The choice of subjects that we offer is going to initially depend on what HTC
teachers we can get.
Thanks go to Helen Wray who recently visited the school and bought many things for the school including a camera and a bear from her local
school. Nursery 1 have the bear in their class and we hope to take pictures of the bear joining in various activities to send to the school.
Helen works for a scientific company and has offered to collect equipment for the science room in the new upper basic school.
We have several new teachers at the school who started this term. They are Mrs Boye and Mr Camara. Welcome on behalf of the trustees
and sponsors.

While Judy and Mick were out at the school in
December we erected two new classroom signs. One
is named after Tim Mowat who obtained, drove over
from England and donated our school bus to the
Foundation. The other is named after Ted Gostling
who founded the charitable organisation ACT who is
giving us a grant of £5,000 towards the new school
building, thanks to both parties.
We also took all of the 2009/2010 class photos, if you sponsor a named child you should either have received a photo with this newsletter of
have received one via email during December. If anyone hasn’t received one then please get in touch.
Thanks very much to Christine Moore of Charters Ancaster School who donated our new school bell which is in daily use.

Our new Grade 4 teacher Fatou F. Boye has written this about herself: “My name is Fatou F. Boye and I am a
Wollof by tribe. I was born in a small village in Central River Region (Boiram Village). I am tall and slim and
fair in complexion. I’m recently married to a fellow tribe man of the same region. Both of us are Muslim. My
main hobbies are reading novels, watching movies, playing tennis and Ludo. I’m a qualified teacher by
profession and like teaching. I enjoy the children’s activities both in and outside the school campus.”

Some of the students in Primary 6 (our top class) have written letters for the sponsors. I have reproduced one of them here

Greg Munson from Verwood helped at the school during November and December he says this. “I
spent a month volunteering at the school, helping with lessons and teaching music. It was nice to
see the kids enjoying themselves and so enthusiastic to learn. The day was split up into lessons
like English, Maths and Science and also lessons like humanities, music and art and P.E, with an
hour break where the playground would be full with children playing football and having fun. The
school grounds and buildings were impressive and it was nice to see that thanks to the charity,
the school had a sufficient supply of reading books, workbooks, pencils and equipment to use.
It was a great experience to help at the school and be welcomed into a different lifestyle and
culture. It was nice to see how the people in Gambia, despite the little they had and how hard
they worked, still always smiled and seemed happy and content. It was nice to meet such friendly
people and spend time in such a pleasant country and I'm looking forward to returning to the
Gambia in the New Year to continue helping out at the school and see the progress of the new school being built and set up.”

When Anne arrived in November she found Dorothy Webster a primary teacher from Scotland hard at work helping Grade 5 & 6 with their
science course. The teachers found her help invaluable in helping to put over to the pupils a difficult subject. Anne also enjoyed a couple of
social evenings with her. Many thanks go to Dorothy and Greg.
Anne would like to thank Lucy Spenser for all the downloads & information she provided which are teaching aids for the Nursery.
Many thanks as well to one of our sponsors Mary who introduced a party of Nigerian ladies who were on holiday celebrating a birthday, to the
school, they had a quick collection among themselves and raised over £800 for the school. Thanks to Eno and her friends for that
Thanks also to Witchampton School who raised £125 for us at their Harvest Festival service.
Anne was asked to take part in a radio programme about people/ organisations that do things
to help The Gambia. It was a phone- in programme, in the local languages. The broadcaster
told his listeners about the school and then they phoned in with questions, which were
interpreted to Anne. Teacher Fatou and a parent phoned and said what a great job the charity
was doing, but a lot of callers wanted to know if we would build a school in their area. Anne did
make an appeal for any wealthy Gambian to sponsor a child.
We took several of the classes on trips this year in our bus that was donated by Tim Mowett.
Grade 6 has been studying The Slave Trade, so they spent a very long day going to see the
routes and places that were used. They set off at 8.30 and travelled to Banjul to cross the River
Gambia on the ferry. This is about a 40 minute journey. They then visited the old French slave
house which is now a museum before continuing to Juffureh.
Juffureh is a small village on the northern bank of the River Gambia about 25km (15m)
upstream from Banjul. It became world famous in the 1970s following the publication of Roots, in which African-American author Alex Haley
describes how Kunta Kinte, his ancestor, was captured here and taken as a slave to America some 200 years ago.

St James Island is a small island off of Juffureh in the middle of the River Gambia. Built by
Baltic Germans in 1651, it was captured by the British who built a fort in 1661. The British renamed it James Island after the heir to the British throne who became King James III. Fort
James lost its strategic position with the building of new forts at Barra Point and Bathurst
(now Banjul) at the entrance to the Gambia River, which were better located to control
shipping movement. Fort James continued to serve as a slave collection point until the trade
was abolished.
We did not think we could afford to take the children over to it as the price of the boats are
tourist prices, but Sisawo (the driver) managed to persuade a boatman to take them all over
about £12.
Anne has been there and found it a moving experience. She was told that if the slaves managed to swim across the river and touch the
freedom pole at Juffreh they won their freedom. However the river is full of crocodiles so not many attempted it.

for

Dates to remember for 2010:
Verwood Charity clay shoot – Sunday 30th May
Bexhill Garden Party – Sunday 5th September
Verwood Garden Party – Sunday 12th September
Upper Basic School opens – September 2010 – Official opening sometime during the first two
weeks of February 2011.
Please note the website address: www.donmcmath.org and the new email address: info@donmcmath.org. You can also reach Anne and Mick
via: anne@donmcmath.org and mick@donmcmath.org.
If anyone who currently receives this newsletter through the post is now on email could you please email us at the above email address so
we can email you future newsletters as this will cut down considerably on our costs.
Anne, Judy and Mick McMath
January 2010

